Home for the Holidays
Living in their own home for Christmas was once just a dream for the Palma family. But
this year, thanks to a generous $142,000 donation from Wells Fargo and Neighborhood
Stabilization Project funding from the County, the family of three will celebrate the
holidays in their own Habitat home -- the result of hard work, commitment and
determination on the part of Habitat volunteers and the Palma family who put in 500
hours of sweat equity for their down payment. “Habitat for Humanity, Stanislaus is
ecstatic at the generous award from Wells Fargo,” explained Anita Hellam, executive
director. “Donations such as this are so important to our community.”
On Tuesday, December 20th at 9:30am, Habitat for
Humanity of Stanislaus County
will welcome Manuel, Dionicia,
and their 17-year-old
granddaughter Karla into their
new two-bedroom home
located at 325 Thrasher Ave.,
in the Airport Neighborhood,
for a home dedication and
check presentation by Wells
The Palma family is accepted as a
Fargo.
Habitat family

This home was also made
possible by the County’s grant to Habitat of NSP funding. The
home will be open for tours and its full budget able to review, so
that the community can see exactly what their tax dollars built.
This is the 29th home built and dedicated in Stanislaus County
since the affiliate was formed in 1989.
Families like the Palmas’ incomes are too low to afford traditional
home loans, so they are forced to live in substandard living
conditions with little hope for a better future.
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Karla was recently sent by her mother to live
with her grandparents so that she could have a
good education and better opportunities. Habitat’s
formula allows a community to work together
with those in need to create simple, decent
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affordable home. In this case, Habitat and its
Letter from Anita
supporters were able to help Manuel and
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Dionicia fulfill their promise to their daughter
McHenry ReStore
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to provide the best care possible for her child.
Year-end giving

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, STANISLAUS

A letter from Executive Director Anita Hellam
As 2011 winds down, I’d like to take a moment to express gratitude to all our supporters. Every
volunteer hour, donated item, and dollar makes a difference in how well our organization can serve the
community. Thanks to your generosity, we are ending this
year well. These difficult times raise concerns about the
ability of organizations such as ours to weather the storm.
However, due to generous ongoing support from our
corporate partners, churches, local businesses, and
individuals, as well as our relevant mission and trimming
our overhead, we are on track to remain strong in 2012. It
is important to remember that it is in times like these that
we are needed most.
We are putting the finishing touches on Hope Village, our
20-home subdivision on Carpenter. Three more houses
More homes in Hope Village have been finalized
were recently finalized, and are ready for families to move
in. Three more houses will be finished by the Kaiser team coming out on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in
January. We are excited to say that Hope Village will be completed by the end of January. This has been
Habitat’s greatest endeavor yet; we are just so thankful to everyone in the community who stood by it.
The lives of 20 families will be changed.
As an organization, we try to adapt to fit the pressing housing needs in our community. This is why we
are launching out Neighborhood Revitilization Initiative. Using the same model as our homeownership
program of volunteer and homeowner labor and zero-interest loans, we will be completing housing
revitalization and clean-up projects for lowincome homeowners in the county. These
projects will include painting, making homes
handicap accessible, and roof replacement—all
of which will change the homeowner’s living
experience as well as beautify our community.
In some ways, this economic environment has
opened up new opportunities for our
organization to grow. In January, we will be
opening a second ReStore in order to better
Anita tells Ariana Canela that she has been accepted into Habitat’s
homeownership program
serve the community. Both stores will carry new
and used building and home improvement
materials. The current price of real estate has allowed us the opportunity for a storefront on McHenry,
one of Modesto’s busiest streets. The location will give Habitat a higher profile in the community and
draw in new customers and donors for the ReStore. The ReStore’s revenue is very important for Habitat
as an organization because it pays a significant portion of our overhead.
An overview of the services Habitat will offer in 2012 is enclosed in this newsletter. Please review it, and
share it with others. The best way for us to grow is word-of-mouth.
Best wishes this holiday season, Anita
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The Habitat for Humanity ReStore is
opening a new store on McHenry.
Opens January 20, 2012
3124 McHenry Avenue

Bring this in for:

The same quality merchandise and customer service, but
now in two locations. All profits benefit Habitat for
Humanity, Stanislaus. To donate, call George, Donation
Coordinator, at 209-575-4585, ext. 110.

20% OFF your purchase
at our new ReStore

Monday-Saturday, 10-6; Sunday, 11-3

3124 McHenry Avenue
Monday-Saturday, 10-6; Sunday, 11-3

A Second Chance at Habitat Homeownership
Sara Garner applied to purchase a home with Habitat in January 2011, but was unable to meet our
criteria. Our family support committee recommended our credit repair course and first time
homebuyer workshops to facilitate changing her financial situation enough to qualify. Sara, the
single mother of five-year old Maliyke, was diligent and motivated,
fitting the classes in around her full-time job. Sara and her son live in a
one-bedroom apartment, that is so small that there is no room for a
table to eat on; they have their meals in the living room at the coffee
table. Thanks to the guidance of our education team at Habitat, Sara
was able to turn her finances around. She reapplied in August of this
year, and it was announced at this year’s Il Dolce Vino that she is
Habitat’s newest partner family. For the past month, she and her family,
including Habitat homeowner Shelley Souza and grandfather Mike
Souza, have been hard at work building her future home. Mike explains
that they are very proud of her: “she is determined, fair, kind, open
hearted and always sees the positive in everyone.” Sara is determined to
live up to her dreams. With the help of Habitat and Habitat supporters,
she will reach her dream of owning a home.
Become a fan of Habitat for Humanity,
Stanislaus on Facebook.
Www.facebook.com/H4hStanislaus
and follow us on Twitter: H4HStanislaus
for our most up-to-date information.

Executive Director
Anita Hellam
Board of Directors
Chris Harrigfeld, Pres.
Lisa Mantarro Moore, Vice Pres.
Alita Roberts, Sec.
John Curtis, Treas.
Steve Veglia, Past Pres.
Steven Barbieri
Alan Cassidy
Chris Courtney
Toni Ewoldt
Karna Petrulakis
George Osner
Ben Reuben
John Simvoulakis
Gloria Vincent
Dave Weinmeister

December 2011

SECOND RESTORE GRAND OPENING JANUARY 20TH 2012! 3124 MCHENRY AVE

YEAR END GIVING REMINDER
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The holiday season is a time of giving and sharing.
If your charitable giving for 2011 isn't already wrapped up, here are some year-end giving tips for you.
Benefits-If you expect to pay tax at a lower rate next year, gifts in 2011 may generate greater savings for you
than the same gifts made next year. A larger than usual gift may also help you qualify to itemize your deductions.
Tax Deduction AND a Life Income Stream-A charitable gift annuity (CGA) is a gift that provides charitable deduction and guaranteed lifetime income based upon your age. A charitable gift annuity is easy to do!
If you are retiring or just want a better rate of return on your assets, a gift annuity can be an important part
of your charitable giving
Important Dates-Habitat for Humanity, Stanislaus will be closed December 25, 30, & 31 and January 1st
2011. Contributions are deductible in the year made. Thus, donations charged to a credit card before the
end of the year count for 2011. This is true even if the credit-card bill isn’t paid until next year. Also, checks
count for 2011 as long as they are postmarked by Dec. 31, 2011.
Gifts of Stock-Appreciated stock is usually the smartest gift. By contributing stock to your fund at HFHS,
you avoid capital gains tax and still receive the full market value of the gift for tax purposes.
Consult your tax advisor for more information.

